
January ,  2011  

Vo lume 14  

Colorado Lake and Reservoir Management Association 

P.O. Box  9504  Denver, CO 80209 

www.clrma.org   

CLARION 
A Publication  of the Colorado Lake and Reservoir Management Association  

Presidentõs Dock 

By Craig Wolf  

As the end of December quickly 

approached, I was excited to 

hitch up our sampling boat and 

head out to Cherry Creek 

Reservoir on the winter solstice 

day.  In Colorado, it is very rare 

that one is able to go sampling in late December 

with their boat.  Our extremely pleasant fall raised 

my hopes of a late December sampling.  I checked 

the reservoir database, and there had been only one 

December sampling event in 19 years.  During the 

previous weekend, I also checked the reservoir 

conditions and there was not a hint of ice, but much 

to my dismay on that winter solstice day the 

reservoir was completely covered by a layer of ice.  A 

few days of cold weather was all it took to get the 

crystals started, and so begins the transition to 

winter ice - covered conditions for Cherry Creek 

Reservoir.  I was only briefly saddened, as this 

means that I can sharpen up the ice - auger and 

hopefully get ready for a January sampling event.  As 

winter begins to get a stronghold on Colorado lakes 

and reservoirs I encourage you to take advantage of 

a nice winter day and enjoy the ice - covered 

conditions of a nearby lake or reservoir ð just make 

sure it is safe.  

The New Year has brought us two newly elected 

members to CLRMA: Josh Baile is our President Elect, 

and Jim Shelley is returning to the Board as our 

Director at Large.  In addition, we also had some 

rearranging of our current Board members via the 

November election: Cindy Brady has more than 

fulfilled her duties as Treasurer and will now serve 

as a Director; Laurie Rink served as a Director for 

two terms and will now serve as Treasurer; and 

Kelly Cline who fulfilled two terms as a Director and 

is stepping down from the Board in 2011.  I 

welcome Josh and Jim to the 2011 CLRMA Board, 

and greatly appreciate the continued support of the 

current Board members and Committee Chairs, all 

of whom strive to fulfill the objectives of CLRMA:  

Provide a forum for sharing of information 

and experiences on scientific, administrative, 

legal and financial aspects of lake, reservoir, 

and watershed management, ( Article 

continued on page 2).  
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Foster the cooperation and interaction of 

public and private individuals, agencies, 

organizations and units of government 

involved in lake, reservoir, and watershed 

management, and  

Assist in the development of local, state and 

national lake and reservoir programs 

consistent with appropriate management 

strategies and techniques.  

As President, I look forward to fostering new 

relationships and strengthening old relationships 

Presidentõs Doc, continued from page 1 

between CLRMA and other organizations and 

agencies to better understand lake and reservoir 

management strategies.  As a follow - up to our algae 

workshops held in 2010, CLRMA is planning a new 

workshop on zooplankton, which will be a step - up 

the food chain.  We also are currently planning our 

annual Spring Luncheon and Colorado Volunteers 

Lake Monitoring Program training for April 20th.  If 

you would like to participate in either the workshops 

or Spring Luncheon please contact me or the 

conference committee chair ( www.clrma.org ). 

By Steve Lunt  

NALMS is now hitting its 

stride, 30 year - old society 

and for those short 30 

years has been putting on 

an annual meeting across 

Canada and the United 

States to help bring together lake professionals, 

users, and regulators.  

The 2010 symposium was in early November in 

Oklahoma City.  As always, it was a great 

opportunity to visit with fellow lake lovers, attend 

workshops, experience the culture of NALMS at the 

various social activities, and learn from the 

presentations on what is going on around the 

country in the lake management arena.  

If you have not attended a NALMS symposium, I 

strongly encourage you to do so.  It is a way to 

meet vendors face to face and see what is new in 

the lake management/restoration field.  You can 

also talk with researchers, lake managers, EPA 

staff, and educators about your lake/reservoir 

issues.  It is a guarantee that your lake is going to 

be unique but at the same time it is also a 

guarantee that someone at the conference will have 

30 Years of NALMS Symposiums  

firsthand 

experience 

similar to 

your lake that 

you can learn 

from.  

This 

coming 

October, the 3+ day meeting will be in Spokane, 

Washington.  NALMS tries to find locations where 

there is strong local affiliate participation and where 

there are beautiful lakes to experience.  

NALMS Symposium Factoid:  In 1991, NALMS held 

their 11th annual symposium in Denver.  The 

conference promotions actually started at the 1990 

symposium when Miss Colorado staffed the 

promotional booth for the Denver conference.  This 

might explain the great turnout in 1991.  Jim 

LaBounty and a key group of folks organized the 

symposium and was a big success for NALMS and 

the Denver area.  The highlight was probably the 

Wednesday night social event, òColorado Nightó.  

There was even a live bull for conference - goers to 

ride that evening.  Like usual Colorado weather, the 

conference started off in the 60õs but a blizzard by 

Friday gave all the attendees ski - fever.  

http://www.clrma.org
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January 

Board Meeting (1/12)  

February  March  

Board Meeting (3/1)  

Workshop (TBD)  

April  

Board Meeting (4/5)  

Spring Conference (4/20)  

May 

Board Meeting (5/3)  

June  

Start of volunteer 

monitoring season  

July 

Board Meeting (7/5)  

Lake Appreciation Month  

Day on the Res  

August  

  

September  

Board Meeting (9/6)  

Rockies Game (9/16)  

End of volunteer 

monitoring season  

October  

Board Meeting (10/4)  

Workshop (TBD)  

November  

Board Meeting (11/1)  

Fall Business Meeting (TBD)  

December  

Board Meeting (12/6)  

2011 CLRMA Events Calendar  

By Laurie Rink  

  Lots of happeningõs in 2010.  CLRMA hosted one conference, three algae workshops (including the first 

ever CLRMA workshop on the Western Slope), sponsored an alum workshop at the 

National Water Quality Monitoring Conference, partnered on the ò5 th  Annual, 

Sustaining Colorado Watershed Conferenceó, drank tea in Sharon Campbellõs honor 

(hereõs hoping Boulderõs St. Julian Hotel will let us return), introduced Rockies 

baseball to the NALMS Board (okay, only one member had never been to a baseball 

game and he was Canadian so he gets a pass),  debuted the Aquatic Nuisance 

Species Reader with the  Colorado Foundation for 

Agriculture , started work on a second  Reader,  held 

3 Lakes Appreciation Events (two on the Western 

Slope),  remodeled the web site, and treated the first 

lakes in Colorado with alum.  Then there was the 

really exciting stuff, adoption of a scholarship 

policy, drafting a financial policy, and updating the 

Presidentõs Handbook.  If any of these events 

sounds like something you want to get involved in, 

let us know.   

2010  Year in Review  

Tea with Sharon: CLRMA board members celebrate Sharon 
Campbellõs contribution to lake and reservoir management  

http://www.coloradowater.org/
http://www.coloradowater.org/
http://www.growingyourfuture.com/
http://www.growingyourfuture.com/
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Join in on the fun.  

Become a CLRMA member!  

Visit www.clrma.org for a 2011 

membership form.  

Clockwise from the top left:  CLRMA and NALMS board members at the Colorado Rockies Game,  Volunteer trash clean-up 
at Barr Lake Appreciation Day,  the Mayor of Grand Lake and VISTA volunteer Alex Brooks collect secchi disk 
measurements,  Algae-ID workshop at DOW in Denver, VISTA volunteer Rachel Boothby hosts Lake Appreciation Day at 
Ridgway Reservoir.  
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The Colorado Water Quality Control Division (WQCD) 

is working to establish a volunteer lakes sampling 

program where a variety of water quality information 

will be collected including secchi depth, chemistry and 

depth profiles.  

Several years ago the WQCD met with the Colorado 

Division of Wildlife, CLRMA and the Watershed 

Network to discuss expanding CLRMAõs Colorado 

Volunteer Lakes Monitoring program (CVLM).  The 

plan was to collect water quality parameters in 

addition to secchi depth such as temperature, pH, 

chemistry and dissolved oxygen from lakes through 

the use of a volunteer network.   The WQCD 

purchased multiprobes necessary to collect depth 

profiles for the lakes, but the initial effort to expand 

the program lost momentum.  With support from the 

EPA Daniel Beley has returned to the WQCD part time 

from retirement to rejuvenate this effort.  

Discussions are ongoing with CLRMA, DOW, USFS 

and others to partner and/or participate in this effort.  

Details on logistics are not finalized, but now is a 

good time for anyone interested in monitoring a 

particular lake or reservoir to contact the WQCD to 

express their interest.   Multiprobes will be provided 

for monitoring along with support for how to use the 

equipment.  We envision that participants may include 

watershed groups, homeowner associations, various 

agencies, etc.  

Any suggestions are welcome 

and should be directed to Daniel 

Beley.  He can be reached at 303

- 692 - 3606 with any questions, 

comments or for a more detailed 

description of the program.  We 

hope to see you out on the water 

soon!  

Get Involved:   

Volunteer to Sample Coloradoõs Lakes 
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This CLARION Spotlight features CLRMAõs newest board 

member, Joshua Baile.  Josh is currently president - elect .     

Age... 36   
Yrs w/ CLRMA/NALMS... through my affiliation with other 
government entities, I have been involved with CLRMA 
since ~2003.  

Yrs in CO...   36 
What do you do... Owner of an environmental / business consulting company ð 
Hydrolysis.  

Family:  married 12 yrs with two boys 8 & 5.  

When I'm not working I am... outdoors, enjoying the mountains or hunting upland 
game. 
Your idea of happiness...  I am happy when others are happy.  Especially when people 
agree with me.  

Not many people know that... I nearly died from a battle with meningitis.  

What do I like to do most... spend time with my family camping, fishing, hiking.  

If I won the lottery I would...  probably keep working, but would cross a lot of things 
off my bucket list.  

Last book I read...  lately, the contrarians guide to leadership.  All time, how green 
was my valley.  
Toughest aspect of my job...  establishing and maintaining relationships  

What famous person would you like to meet most...  (dead) Machiavelli (alive) Adam 
Sandler.   

Western Aquatic Plant Management Society Annual Meeting  

The Western Aquatic Plant Management Society (WAPMS)  is holding its annual meeting March 28 - 30, 

2011 in Westminster, Colorado.   The primary purpose of WAPMS is to promote research and disseminate 

information on the management of non - native and nuisance aquatic vegetation, including wetland and 

riparian species. Our members include researchers, private industry, state and federal agencies, 

students, and lakefront property owners -  anyone interested in the management and biology of aquatic 

vegetation.  See the website for details:   http://www.wapms.org/wapms_conference.htm  

http://www.wapms.org/wapms_conference.htm


CLARION Page 7 

Denver Water embarks on major mountain dredging project  

By Ann Depperschmidt, Community Relations  

Denver Water  

Most major dredging operations occur in the Midwest and Gulf 

states.  

Denver Waterõs project will be one of the largest dredging 

operations ever to occur in the mountains.  

òWe donõt think itõs ever been done in the mountains to a scale 

like this,ó said Doug Raitt, Denver Water construction project 

manager.  

Since the 1996 Buffalo Creek Fire and the 2002 Hayman Fire, 

more than 1 million cubic yards of debris have washed into Strontia 

Springs Reservoir, limiting the amount of water storage available in 

the reservoir and creating water quality problems for the treatment 

plants downstream.  

In August, Denver Water began an 18 - month project to pull a 

minimum of 625,000 cubic yards of that sediment ð enough to 

cover a football field to a height of 200 feet ð out of Strontia 

Springs, located in the foothills southwest of Denver.  

The sediment problems have been compounded because of the 

South Platte River watershedõs granitic soil ð the most erosive in all 

of Denverõs watersheds ð and the steep, treeless hillsides, said Don 

Kennedy, Denver Water environmental scientist.  

òWe didnõt realize how big the impact would be,ó Kennedy said. 

òEvery time we get a 2-inch rain up there, we get a debris flow.ó 

During the project, Waterton Canyon, which extends downstream 

from Strontia, will become a six - mile - long construction site. 

Workers will store the sediment at the base of the canyon to later 

sell to companies that make road base, structure backfill and other 

building products.  

Crews also will build a small - scale treatment plant at the base of 

the canyon to treat the water separated from the sediment before 

sending it back into the system.  

John Gaborek, Denver Waterõs civil engineer who has been 

working on this project for almost a decade, said the sediment load 

has limited the amount of water that can be pulled from the 

reservoir. Adjusting the water levels too much can stir up the 

sediment and cause water quality problems. ( Article continued on 

page 11).  

Top to Bottom:  Strontia Springs 
Reservoir following a rainfall event after a 
forest fire;  Spring Creek at the confluence 
with the South Platte River (above 
Strontia Springs Reservoir) following a 
rainstorm on the Buffalo Creek forest; 
Debris in Strontia Springs Reservoir 
following the Buffalo Creek forest fire; 
Sediment and debris in Strontia Springs 
Reservoir following a forest fire and 
rainfall event;  


